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side of a big box. Grains are thus separated from the
stalk and collected at the bottom of the box. Threshed
stalks are heaped on the ground beside the public
road.

Grains are hulled in a wooden mill Husks are
separated from the seeds by a whirling machine. The
hulled seeds of rice can be sold but cannot be cooked
without another process of refined husking. The last
process has been entirely taken over by the modern
machines. The old instruments of mortar and pestle
are not used any more.

3. SCIENCE AND MAGIC

The knowledge embodied in the lay-out of the farm,
in irrigation, in drainage, in breaking the soil, in trans-
plantation, in weeding, etc., is accumulated from the
long experience of the population, transmitted from
generation to generation and learned by practical
demonstration. It is an empirical knowledge that
enables the people to control the natural forces in
order to attain human ends. A detailed investigation
would show how highly developed is the science of
agriculture in this region. The above account has
already indicated that the people understood definite
general principles of biology concerning the process
of growth of the rice, the quantity of water needed
during different periods, the function of leaves and
roots in plant physiology, and of physics concerning
the level of surface and the movement of water*

Their empirical approach to their enterprise is again
seen in the way in which they adopt new technique
and implements* The selection of implements is solely
based on the principle of efficiency and economy. For
instance, the air pump is used when there is urgent